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first there was no special class of priests or Brahmins: any
Aryan could act as a priest, perform the ceremonies, and
recite the sacred hymns. Some of the wise men belonging
even to the conquered race were admitted as priests, for
we read in the Vedas that there were rishis of two kinds,
those with fair skins and golden hair, and those who were
dark in colour. The Yadus of western India, the tribe to
which Sri Krishna is supposed to have belonged, were among
the most important of these non-Aryans admitted to the
Aryan fold.1

In course of time even the masses of conquered Dravidians
who remained in the Aryan lands were included in a fourth
class, that of the Sudras. They were required to perform
the humbler and more menial work of the community.
And by that time, it had become the custom that people
belonging to the three higher classes should not intermarry
with Sudras. The final stage was reached much later
on when the priestly class laid down the rule that people
of the different groups must not intermarry. Finally no
one born into a family of one group might take up the
occupation of another or become a member of that group.
Thus the caste system arose.

The early Aryans were not a united people. They did
not invade India as one great organized army, but in groups
of a few tribes together, each tribe having its own leader.
And after settling in India they very often fought fiercely
against each other, as well as against the former inhabitants.
One of their greatest wars is described in the Rig-Veda. It
is said to have been due to a disagreement between two great
rishis, Vasistha and Visvamitra, both of whom were advisers
to the chief of the Bharata tribe, King Sudas. On Vasistha's
advice being followed by the king, in preference to his own,
Visvamitra went over to the enemies of King Sudas, and
organized an alliance of ten other tribes. With the, help of
Vasistha, however, King Sudas inflicted a crushing defeat
upon the allies, on the banks of the river Ravi.

1 It is denied by some scholars that there were non-Aryan rishist
and that Sri Krishna was a non-Aryan.